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pensive. Therefore no zakat is due when there is great ex-
pense because evidence in the sources shows that the
smallness of the expense is an " effective cause " (athar)
of the obligation of zakat. Thus the Prophet said: " In
what has been watered by heaven the tenth, and in what
has been watered by buckets or water wheels half of one-
tenth/'1 On the other side, al~Shafi'i, in justifying his view
against the Malikites, says: "There were water-carrying
animals in the time of the Prophet and his successors and I
have not heard any one relate that the Prophet collected
from them sadaqah, or that any one of his successors did

so." 2

The blind, the emaciated, the young, the sick, the lame,
etc., are treated like the sound ones in reckoning the nisab

of the sawa'im animals, though they are not accepted in
payment of zakat. There is a hadtth to this effect from
Omar. People had complained to him to the effect that
the collectors counted the weaklings in reckoning the nisab,
but refused to accept the same in payment of zakat. Omar
answered that the collector was to count them in reckoning
the nisab but was not to receive them in payment,
just as he was not to take as zakat the sawa'im that were
nursing their young (rubba), those fattened for their flesh
(akllak), the pregnant, and the rams of the sheep (fahl
al-ganam), in order to strike a happy medium. Al-Sar-
akhsi observes that the last-mentioned animals are the
most prized ones among cattle dealers and that they are
not taken as zakat in obedience to the hadlth: " Beware of
(taking) the best part of people's property". In other
words, just as the interest of the property owner is pro-
tected by not taking the choice animals, so is the interest

lMabsui, p. 165.
a Umm, p. 20.